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Basketball squads shooting to shake Shook
by David Hile
News Editor
Both the men's and women's
basketball teams compete in
home openers this week as
college basketball returns to
Shook Fieldhouse.
The men play Indiana
University Northeast tonight in
the first game of the Rose-
Hulman Invitational. Rose will
play either Marion College or
the University of the South in
game two of the tournament
Saturday afternoon.
The women take the court
for their first home game
tf Wednesday against Saint Mary
13 of the Woods.
The Saint Mary's game will
be preceded by the Rose-
Hulman men's basketball team
taking on Centre College at
5:30 p.m. as the first part of a
special doubleheader.
Female head coach, Wanda
Schwartz expects a strong fan
turnout as the Rose women
battle SMWC in the first
Clabber Girl Baking Powder
Trophy game. Clabber Girl
Baking Powder is a product of
the Hulman family.
Schwartz says that this game
will be the first in what should
develop into a strong and
competitive rivalry.
The Rose women have taken
their share of lumps this season
as the team continues to
develop and understand one
another.
"We hold our own early in
the game, but have trouble once
the other team starts going to
their bench," said Schwartz on
Rose's early games.
The team is down to six
players leading to a "no injury
and no foul rule" joked
Schwartz. The lack of depth has
made stamina a problem against
teams with larger and
productive benches.
Schwartz says that the team's
hard work and enthusiasm will
lead to significant improvement
throughout the year as the team
looks to become more
experienced and competitive.
"Our goals are to do things
that deal more with improving
play and building the nucleus of
the team," Schwartz said.
This weekend the team
travels to Oakland City to play
in the Oakland City
Invitational.
For results of previous men's
and women's action, see reports
on page 6.
Women begin their hoop dreams
Freshman Amanda Speich makes an aggressive move during the
engineers opening tournament. Rose will host its first female
basketball contest Wednesday against SMWC. The men's team will
open the doubleheader against Centre College at 5:30 p.m. File Photo
Grants make star trek, pictures of ring nebula possible for Rose
by Michael Pruett
Thorn Reporter
The finishing touches in the
transformation of Rose-Hulman
into a grandstand of celestial
observation are underway.
A 12-inch telescope is the
most recent addition to Rose-
Hulman's observational battery,
and Richard Ditteon, professor
of physics and applied optics,
and his students have already
obtained the first charge-
coupled device (CCD) images of
the ring nebula using this
equipment.
Because a mount necessary
for long-exposure celestial
photography has not yet arrived,
the early pictures taken with the
new equipment show a
significant amount of noise.
In the fall of 1993, Gene
Glass, an alumnus of Rose-
Hulman and an amateur
astronomer, offered money to
Rose-Hulman for the purpose of
augmenting Rose's
observational equipment. With
this money, a CCD camera was
obtained. In the spring of 1994,
the Student Government
Association gave the
Astronomy Club $3000 for the
purchase of an 11 -inch
telescope.
In the spring of this year,
Ditteon submitted a grant




Astronomy." The NSF awarded
Ditteon $18,560, and Rose-
Hulman is matching that
amount.
The NSF grant was used to
buy the 12-inch computer-
controlled telescope that is
being used in conjunction with
the CCD camera.
The $37,000 endowment is a
significant addition to Rose-
Hulman's observational
capabilities.
"When you compare that
with the previous history of the
observatory, that probably
doubles all the money that's
ever been contributed,"
comments Ditteon.
Ditteon believes that a
critical factor in earning the
grant was his mention of the
fact that the SGA had already
bought a telescope, making
clear to the NSF the interest and
support of the student body.
Recognizing teachers that
helped make a difference
Rose-Hulman is looking for outstanding teachers
who have inspired, motivated and made a difference
in the lives of their students.
Over the past nine years Rose-Hulman has honored
many outstanding middle and high school teachers.
Honorees have come from all disciplines, including,
mathematics, physics, chemistry, computer science,
English and music.
Students, faculty, staff and alumni are eligible to
nominate a teacher who has made a difference in their
experience at the secondary education level.
Recipients of Rose-Hulman Outstanding Teacher
Awards receive an elegant certificate created by D.
Omer "Salty" Seamon and a monetary gift. The
awards will be presented during the Honors and
Awards Banquet on May 4, 1996.
The nomination process involves submitting the
nominee's name, school, teaching subjects and the
names of three colleagues who could be used as
references. Also included in the nomination process is
a brief letter of recommendation.
To obtain a nomination form contact Julia
Williams, assistant professor of English, at box 79 or
Jack Kinney, professor of mathematics, at box 134.
The three CCD cameras and
four computers contributed by
this grant will complement the
existing equipment to yield four
telescopes, each complete with a
CCD camera and a computer
control system.
Among Ditteon's plans for the
newly acquired equipment is a
"Messier Marathon," a run
whose end is to view all 109
objects in the Messier catalog, to
be held at some point in early
1996. Once the present
renovations are complete, says
Ditteon, the observatory will be
opened to the whole Rose-
Hulman community.




Increased efforts are leading
to a more efficient recycling
program at Rose-Hulman.
Last year, Professor Marcy
Everest's Environmental
Politics class examined
recycling at Rose. The class
gave President Hulbert a report
of their findings and
suggestions.
Mat McNeff, a senior civil
engineering major has taken the
initiative to see these
recommendations put into
action.
This year McNeff involved
himself with many activities to
improve recycling. A number of
times he has called meetings
with faculty, including
President Hulbert and Ron
Sclight, the head of
maintenance.
McNeff has worked with
Sclight to facilitate the
collection and delivery of
recyclable trash, In addition, the
Dean of Residence Halls, Pete
Gustafson has worked on
placing recycling bins in the
residence halls.
McNeff hopes that his efforts
will increase awareness and
participation by students and
faculty. Students can help out by
making an effort to recycle.
McNeff wants students to avoid
contaminating the recycling
containers with other trash. This
makes the sorting process
difficult.
An important advantage of
increased recycling is that it will
save money. Rose won't have to
pay as much money to have
garbage trucked to a landfill,
because recycling doesn't incur
the extra cost of using the
landfill.
McNeff added that Rose gets




membership in the Indiana State
coalition for recycling, which
has received awards for its
success.
Indiana State provides
facilities for Rose to deliver
recyclable trash to, including
cardboard, newspapers, paper
and aluminum cans.
McNeff also stressed the
importance of helping out the
environment, having a cleaner
campus and improving our
awareness.
McNeff said that -Recycling
See "RECYCLING" Page 3
Page 2 Thc Rose Thorn • Campus Events • December 1, 1995
Tues., Dec. 5— Institute Meeting, E-104, 4:20 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 6— TIAA/CREF Financial Education Series, "Approaching Retirement," 0-105, 9-
10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 6— TIAA/CREF Financial Education Series, "Making Your Money Work As Hard As
You Do," 0-105, 1:30-3 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 6— President's Administrative Council, PA Room, 8 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 6— Colloquium, Joyce Keenan, Director Of Clinics, Indiana State University. She will
discuss her experiences while serving as a U.N. official observer at the 4th World Conference on
Women, GM Room, 10:50 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7— Biomedical Engineering Seminar, "Cardiology," Dr. Dave Rardon of Nasser,
Smith & Pinkerton Cardiology, 0-105, 10:50 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7— ASME General Meeting
Tues., Dec. 12 — Biomedical Engineering Seminar, Dr. Robert Kaufmann, Chief Maternal Fetal
Medicine, University of Southern Illinois School of Medicine, 0-105, 10:50 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 12— ASCE Banquet, "Restoration of the Terre Haute House," Jim Kienle, Vice
President Of Architectural Division of HNTB/Indianapolis, Palmer House, 2150 N. Third St., 7-9
p.m. (Reservations To 877-8352 By Dec. 4)
Wed., Dec. 13 — President's Administrative Council, PA Room, 8 a.m.
Fri., Dec. 1 — Men's Basketball, Rose-Hulman Invitational, Shook Fieldhouse, University of South
vs. Marian, 6:30 p.m., and Rose-Hulman vs. IU-Northwest, 9 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 1 — Women's Basketball, vs. Cedarville at Oakland City Tournament, 7 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 1 — Wrestling, at Little State Tournament, Indianapolis, 5:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 1 — Men's & Women's Swimming, at DePauw Invitational, Greencastle
Sat., Dec. 2 — Men's Basketball, Rose-Hulman Invitational, Shook Fieldhouse, Consolation Game, 2
p.m., and Championship Game, 4 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 2 — Women's Basketball, at Oakland City Tournament, 1 or 3 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 2 — Wrestling, at Little State Tournament, Indianapolis, 9 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 2 — Men's & Women's Swimming, at DePauw Invitational, Greencastle
Wed., Dec. 6— Men's Basketball, Centre College, Shook Fieldhouse, 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 6— Women's Basketball, St. Mary's-of-the-Woods, Shook Fieldhouse, 7:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7 — Wrestling, Wabash & Millikin, Shook Fieldhouse, 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7 — Men's & Women's Swimming, Principia College, Terre Haute North High School,
7 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 9 — Women's Basketball, at Hanover College, Hanover, Ind., 2 p.m. (ICAC Game)
Sat., Dec. 9 — Men's & Women's Swimming, at DePauw Invitational, Greencastle, 1 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 11 — Men's Basketball, Eureka College, Shook Fieldhouse, 7:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14— Rifle, Western Intercollegiate Rifle Conference Postal Match, Local Rifle Range
Sat., Dec. 16 — Women's Basketball, Elmhurst College, Shook Fieldhouse, 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16 — Men's Basketball, at Centre College, Danville, Ky., 3 p.m. (Broadcast On WSDM-
AM 1130, 2:50 p.m.)
ADDITIONALLY...
Fri., Dec. 1 — Final date to add a class
Fri., Dec. 1 — Admissions Open House, Moench Auditorium, 1-4:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 4 — Army ROTC Christmas Party, Faculty/Staff Lounge, Moench Hall, II a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 8— Hadley Hall Christmas Open House, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 9 — Fine Arts Series, Mime Artists "Dr. Tom & Seus," Moench Hall Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 10— Rose-Hulman Family Christmas Party, Hulman Union, 4-6:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 11 — Facilities Office Christmas Party, Auditorium, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
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Thanks to you, all sorts of everyday products are being
made from recycled materials. But to keep recycling working
to help protect the Earth, you need to buy those products.





Jack Powell is one of the little answers to
the big problems facing every community in
America. And because there are more peo-
ple than problems, things will get done. All
you hove to do is something. Do anything.
co POINTS OF LIGHT
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Student portrait retakes will be taken t(xi.'
renther 1st in room C-217, If yfiu
to see yourself in this year's Modulus, get your
picture taken today. (The photographer ,A-i!1
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OOPS TROPHY
Rose-Hulman and St. Mary-of-the-Woods
in meet twice this year for women's basket-
ball, and each time will be playing for the Clab-
ber Girl Trophy. The traveling trophy will
reside at the home of the winning team until the
next meeting between the two schools.
The first game of this cross-town rivalry
ill occur on Wednesday, December 6th at 7:30
.m. in Shook Fieldhouse.
ART EXHIBIT
Rose-Hulman student Mike Finney will dis-
play a collection of his works, including draw-
ings and paintings. This exhibit will be on the
first floor of Moench Hall through January 1st.
Submissions To Campus Events
Events may be published in Campus Events by any
organization or individual. Simple announcements of
times and locations may be submitted to Campus
Calendar, in care of Dale Long, associate director of
communications, at Box 14 or extension 8418. More
detailed articles containing plans, agendas, and specific
information should be submitted to the Rose Bush, via
Karen Pershing in the mailroom.
All submissions must be made by Wednesday, at
noon, in order to be published in Campus Events in the




Grades for fall quarter summarized
At the November 22 meeting of the
President's Administration Council,
Associate Dean of Students, Pete
Gustafson summarized the results of fall
quarter grades for 1995-96.





Gustafson commented that the number
of freshmen with below a 2.0 GPA is about
theism as in previous years.
Five freshmen earned below a 1.0 GPA.





Registrar Lou Hannening thanked the
faculty for their cooperation to get grades in
on time and to work out conflicts in final
exam schedules.
Hannening noted that the fall quarter
exam schedule resulted in more conflicts
than in the past. He said that only one student
talked to him about a final exam conflict and
that the problem was resolved after the
student talked to the professor involved.
Lambda Chi collects food for local charities
Lambda Chi Alpha has been
recognized for its participation in the
1995 North American Food Drive, a
service project collecting non-perishable
food for needy families.
The food drive, conducted by Lambda
Chi Alpha chapters throughout the
United States and Canada, was the
largest single-day fraternity project of its
kind bringing in 529,311 pounds of food
for needy families.
Chi Alpha collected over 1800 pounds of
food donated from area neighborhoods.
The food will be donated to a local
charity, which in turn, will distribute the
food to families within the Terre Haute
area.
Over 15,000 members of Lambda Chi
Alpha participated in "Brothers Feeding
Brothers", the theme for this year's food
drive. In its third year, the drive has
collected more than 1.2 million pounds
The Rose-Hulman chapter of Lambda of food within North America.
Schuck awarded outstanding student honor
Dan Schuck, a senior civil
engineering major from North Vernon,
Indiana has been selected as an
Outstanding Construction Student by the
Associated General Contractors of
Indiana, Inc.
The civil engineering department
nominated Schuck based on certain
qualifications including grades, work
experience and service to the school.
chosen by the association from the state
of Indiana and their applications are to
be sent to a national selection
association.
Around Campus, Schuck is the Vice
President of the American Society of
Civil Engineers. Upon graduation,
Schuck hopes to continue working for
Dave O'Mara Contractors out of North
Vernon, Indiana where he had an
Approximately ten students were internship over the summer.
Rogers speaks at Japan education conference
Gloria Rogers, dean for academic evaluation for the Foundation Coalition.
services and assessment at Rose-Hulman, The education conference was
was among the featured speakers at an sponsored by the Japanese Ministry of
international meeting of educators at the Education, Science, Sports and Culture.
University of Osaka in Japan on Tuesday. Other American educators giving
lectures at the conference were Eleanor
Baum, president of the American Society
for Engineering Education and George
Peterson, executive director of the
Accreditation Board for Engineering and
Technology.
Rogers gave a presentation entitled
"Strategies for Assessing the Work of
Coalitions."
Rogers detailed her experiences as
strategy director for assessment and
"RECYCLING"
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
raises your awareness. Everything has to
go somewhere. If people don't think
about that, everyone will just be
throwing stuff away... People see Rose-
Hulman [recycling] and it boosts our
image."
Peter Parshall, professor of
humanities, shares McNeff's enthusiasm.
Parshall said it will be increasingly
important for engineers to know about
recycling as it becomes an important
design consideration.
Recently, McNeff has searched
throughout the school for weak spots or
places on campus where appropriate
containers for recycling aren't readily
available.
McNeff mentioned the lack of
recycling containers for aluminum cans
in the Olin Hall common areas and paper
bins for the NeXT rooms, as examples.
Bigger containers might be employed
to help out with the collection process. In
addition, McNeff will be working on
obtaining boxes for teachers' offices
where they can put aluminum cans, paper
and newspapers.
Rose might provide funding to
purchase additional recycling containers.
If not, a friend of the school's will donate
containers to help out the recycling cause
adopted by McNeff.
McNeff volunteered himself to handle
the collection of containers. This task
may eventually be assumed by
custodians and buildings and grounds
work-study students after McNeff
graduates.
McNeff said that his immediate
concern was "just trying to get recycling
started."
In the future McNeff would like to see
additional materials like plastics and
glass be recycled as well as the
establishment of a club which will help
expand recycling at Rose.
Anyone interested in becoming a part











*Ph.D. in Engineering Mechanics
•Master of Science in Mechanical
Engineering
University of Kentucky
•Bachelor of Science in Mechanical
Engineering
Experience:
Lantz has taught seven years at Wayne
State in Detroit, Michigan. After Wayne
State, Lantz was a professor at the Univer-
sity of Utah in Salt Lake City for five
years. At both institutions, Lantz taught
solid mechanics. Lantz has also taught
courses in biomechanics.
Professional Interests:
Lantz has an ongoing project with the
army examining neck injuries in helicopter
pilots. A part of the project involves the
study of helmet design parameters and
flight length parameters.
Lantz is interested in determining the
mechanical reasons that cause certain types
of injuries.
Another ongoing project Lantz is involved
in is the affect of heel height and fatigue on
women shoes.
Personal Profile:
Lantz enjoys music and sings with the
Rose Chorus. She has also organized an
octet of faculty members who will be sing-
ing for several Christmas concerts.
"At the beginning of the year, I was with
the Terre Haute Choral Society, but then
Professor Lantz
things got really hectic so I put that off."
Lantz also reads and does about any kind
of needle work.
"My son would tell you that I'm a good
batting practice pitcher. We like baseball."
Impressions of Rose:
"I think I have come to heaven and am
tickled to be here," Lantz said.
Compared to Utah, Rose students are inter-
ested, motivated, and want to be here,
Lantz described.
Schedule:
Lantz taught Thermodynamics during the
fall quarter. This quarter, she is teaching
Mechanics of Materials and Finite Element
Analysis.
During spring quarter Lantz will be teach-
ing Statics and Advanced Mechanics of
Materials.
"I would like to teach sonic biomechanics
classes next year as well," Lantz added.
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Won't you Join Us?
We're Going Caroling!!!
Tomorrow—Saturday—December 2nd
Join Us for All or Part of the Day's Celebration
2:30 Meet at St. Joseph's Campus Center
3:00 Caroling at Southwood Healthcare and Rehabilitation Ctr.
5:00 Pizza at St. Joseph's Campus Center
7:00 Mass Together at Rose—Hulman (PA Room—Union)
8:00 Party at Rose—Hulman (Alumni Room-Union)
Rose—Raman CatWic Stuoent Association
Don't forget! Advent begins this Sunday. Why not join other students for Bible
Study on Thursday evenings, 7:00-8:30 pm.? We meet at St. Joseph Campus
Center, 5th and Ohio. Call 232-8088 or e-mail sunmich@scifac.indstate.edu
for information. You might be surprised how much you'll enjoy it.
by Matt Gumbel
Thorn Columnist
Since I have only been at
Rose-Hulman a few months, I
cannot recall the days before the
buildings of Rose were not
smoke-free. However, I would
still like to extend my applause to
those who pushed for smoke-free
buildings, and for those who
passed the rule. I would also like
to thank everyone who made it
possible for students to smoke just
outside of buildings on the Rose-
Hulman campus.
My day is a very busy one as
is any student's day at Rose-Hul-
man. Often I like to sit down and
rest in a comfortable chair with
my friends, without having to
walk back to the residence halls.
One place that affords me this
opportunity is the student lounge,
or "checker board." But what I
like, even more than the comfort-
able chairs and the mess left by
students who inconsiderately use
it during the day, is the wonderful
smell of cigarette smoke.
Nothing is more relaxing than
breathing poisonous carbon mon-
oxide. The mere thought of inhal-
ing toxins which will eventually
lead to my death thrills me. One
of the most wonderful aspects of
the Rose-Hulman campus is that
students can smoke in their
rooms, if they close the door.
Unfortunately they cannot
smoke in the hallways, but they
may smoke directly outside the
main door of the residence hall.
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Smokers burning up their rights
A non-smoker speaks for the common man and his personal space
Even when the door is open, it is gether would probably kill him.
quite easy to tell which side they Of course, if he continues smok-
are on. After all, there is a big dif-
ference in a mere two feet.
On a breezy day, with all the
doors and windows open, a simple
line prevents the movement of
smoke from outside to inside just
as an actual brick wall would. It
works as well at Rose as it does in
the non-smoking section at any
restaurant where smoking is still
allowed.
Oh how I long for the good





any restaurant, cigarette in hand,
and sit anywhere I wanted. Now,
smokers must sit in special sec-
tions, usually around the salad
bar, with only plants between
them and the retched non-smok-
ers.
That is another gripe with
me. Those obnoxious, whining,
complaining, blubbering, righ-
teous, arrogant, selfish non-smok-
ers. All they think about is how
smoking is hurting them. They
never stop to consider what smok-
ing does to those actually holding
the cigarette. It never occurs to
them that smokers "have to"
smoke. To a chain smoker who
smokes two packs of cigarettes
every day, quitting smoking alto-
The Thorn is looking for an outgoing







at the Rose Thorn office or x82.55.
ing it will kill him, too. It's just a
question of how long he wants to
live.
As long as we are on the sub-
ject of dying, non-smokers are
always griping about smokers eat-
ing up insurance money by having
to live out their lives in hospitals
hooked up to machines which
help them breathe. And as for the
organs which smokers need to
have replaced from time to time,
they are just as entitled to a new
kidney as the next non-smoking
Joe.
Just because a person
destroys the only body they have
with deadly chemicals which are
known to have lethal side effects
does not mean they should not be
allowed to consume precious
organs which could be used to
save the lives of others who
choose not to ruin the vital tissues
of their bodies.
Back to the original subject:
relaxing in the lounge. I find it
wonderful that such a great cam-
pus exists. Where else on this
planet can smokers and non-
smokers mingle freely — neither
of them being subjected to the
wants and wishes of those around
them? It's horrid to imagine
smokers having to breathe in the
terrifyingly fresh air and non-
smokers being able to smell clean
for more than ten minutes in the
morning.
I want to close this article by
once again saying thank you to all
those who chose to make only the
buildings of Rose-Hulman, and
not the entire campus, smoke-
free. This place would be misera-
ble if you could walk though a
door to the outside and not be
overwhelmed by the smell of cig-
arette smoke rushing into the
building. What would this world
be like without smokers? For as
we all know, they are the very
backbone of this great nation.
A Thorn Editorial
This week the administration of Rose-Hulman carried out a decision
that was not of the people, nor Was it by the people — it was, however
for the people, and many aren't too happy about it. Somewhere,
someone decided that what was good for the Rose-Hulman community
was evident without our petition and without our consent. It is the
opinion of this newspaper that Rose-Hulman needs to have bells to
signal passing periods between classes.
Many colleges and universities do not have bells to announce period
changes. These colleges also have multiple buildings within walking
distance given ten minutes between classes Here, five minutes is quite
sufficient because of the bells; they help students and faculty to
discipline themselves to make the most of a shorter passing period.
Now the lines have become blurred, and gone is the occasional sight
of someone running to get to class on time. Both students and faculty
show up late for classes and professors have needed to assign "time
keepers" to remind them of the end of the hour.
The administration owes the members of the Rose-Huhnan
community theivpottunity to help deckle democratically those changes
which will affect all of us. In removing the bells, they have created a
problem by taking away the solution.
Letters to the Editor
Fraternity system offers "broader social experience"
(Writing in response to Matt Gumbel's column in the
November 3, 1995 Thorn. — ed.)
I admire you for the extreme bravery for what you have just
done. You acted upon your unsupported opinions through
publishing stereotypical statements which blare out your
obvious ignorance about fraternities. Your "facts as you see
them" did not educate me, and I doubt that you accurately
represented every GDI's opinion of fraternities.
If you had only taken a closer look at the fraternities here,
then you might have had more of a basis for your preconceived
opinions. I suppose you never learned to know both sides of an
argument before you decide to start to criticize one way or the
other. You obviously don't know what fraternities are all about
if you just think that we have to "buy our friends who are really
only just our drinking buddies." This is not true for my
fraternity and I'm sure that others will agree that there is a lot
more to fraternity life than the consumption of alcohol and the
supposed seduction of women. Rose-Hulman does not have a
fraternity system filled with the Animal House type of lifestyle
that you have implied.
Fraternities offer extra responsibilities, community service
opportunities, athletic competitions, help with studies, and a
broader social experience than life in the dorms or off campus
can offer. The people skills learned from living and dealing
with a large group of people is something which employers
smile upon. These things could be accomplished through other
means other than a fraternity if you tried hard enough, but it is
the overall fraternity experience which is greater than the sum
of all of its individual parts.
Joining a fraternity does not make me a member of an
exclusive group in which I look down upon anyone who is
decided not to join one. Fraternities are not for everyone, and
not joining one does not make you less of a person. In fact, I
have plenty of friends who did not join a fraternity as well as
friends in other fraternities.
Think of it this way, every single person you encounter in
life knows something that you do not, and if you cut them off
because of something they did, then you may never learn what
that person had to teach you. You may never learn anything
from anyone affiliated with a fraternity because of your views
of them. You just cut off a huge source of knowledge
considering the percentage of people at Rose who are in a
fraternity. I said that something could be learned from
everybody so what can be learned from you? Think before you
speak.










I do not recall how seriously I took
the death threat. It was a new
experience for me — uncharted waters
— so I was unsure how to react. I was
a little shaken. My focus was lost.
With my mortality in question, I had to
do a good deal of thinking.
I remember listening to the voice-
mail message. I remember two people
raking turns screaming into the phone.
I don't care to remember the words,
but I do remember the tone of the
words. I do remember the hate. I
would be lying if I said that those
words had no lasting effect on me.
I didn't recognize the voices. They
were two people that I didn't know.
What amazed me, what bothered me,
what startled me, what disgusted and
angered me was that two people who
obviously didn't know me wished that
I was dead simply because of a few
published words.
With those words, I had suggested
that homophobia was less than
acceptable. I had admitted that I was
gay and noted that there were other
gay and bisexual students at Rose. As a
result, I received the voice-mail,
telling me that I had made a big
mistake, screaming a lot of expletives,
and threatening my life.
Some might say that I should quiet
down — that I should take the death
threat as a warning and stop writing
about being gay at Rose.
Unfortunately, silence is now less of an
option than ever. Words can be quite
damaging. They can be shocking.
They can arouse fear in a person or
cause a person mental and physical
pain. Words can also be powerful in
positive ways. Words can inspire
people and promote positive action.
After the initial shock of receiving
the death threat — after the fear faded
away and the pain subsided — one
feeling remained. That feeling was one
of inspiration. The words with which I
was once threatened have now become
my inspiration and my justification for
action.
Those words are my proof that there
is a problem that exists outside of my
imagination. They are my proof that
hate comes in many shades and that
fear is weaker than love.
The death threat showed me some
of the darker shades of hate, and
reawakened me to the dangers of even
the lighter shades which include
homophobia in passing conversation,
in the media, and even in jokes. Words
can alter the lives of people in ways
which are not always positive. Too
often, people forget the power of
words and fail to consider the
consequences.
The words with which I
was once threatened
have now become my
inspiration
There is no doubt in my mind that
words can do irreparable damage to
someone, if they are allowed to.
Furthermore, I do not doubt that words
can be used in positive ways. Words
can improve a situation, settle
differences of opinions, and heal a
wounded heart.
Words can be quite powerful. They
possess a power which cannot be
underestimated.
The problem, though, is not in
understanding that power, but learning
to harness that power and use it in
positive ways. It takes time to know
what to say and to find the right way to
say it.
Hateful words are too often spoken
with little forethought. It is easy to say,
"all fags must die." It is easy to say,
"homosexuality is a sin." The reason
for this lies in the idea that in angry
moments it is easier to be irrational
than rational. Irrationality, born of
ignorance, too often transforms itself
into a display of hate and rage.
Irrational is one of the few ways I
have for describing the voice-mail that
I received. Why was I attacked by
telephone, where the assailants could
be hidden by a veil of anonymity?
What did they hope to gain by
screaming at me and threatening my
life? If it was done to scare me, then
the two callers succeeded, albeit
briefly.
There may be a few irrational
people on campus, but I have the
privilege of being surrounded by
rational people. I am privileged to have
friends who understand the power of
words and who know how to use
words in positive ways. It is those
friends who have helped me to realize
that not only is fear weaker than love,
it is also more fleeting.
It is unfortunate that too often it is
the irrational people who make their
voices heard. It is even more
unfortunate that we are sometimes
forced to listen to their words. Despite
this, there are those who are
supportive. There are those who know
that hate, in any form, is wrong and are
willing to stand up for their beliefs.
I am thankful to have support from
all of my friends: gay, straight, and
everything in between. A great
comfort can be found in a few
supportive words. A few simple
words, carefully spoken, can help to
undo a lifetime of thoughtless remarks.
Singing the IC blues
by Eric Schmidt
Thorn Columnist
Hey, IC kids — This one's for you! Congratu-
lations on having the guts to come back to the pro-
gram. I've noticed that being in IC kind of sets us
apart from everyone else — as the joke goes, there
are Rose freshmen with common sense, and then
there are IC students.... Seriously, though (well, not
really), I thought maybe we should have our own
theme song—just a little battle cry as to how we
feel. Professors, don't worry! If we truly disliked
the program, we would've gotten out already. This
isn't a crack at the program, but just an attempt to
lighten up the hard work. So, without further ado....
I Didn't Know
(To be sung to the tune of "You Oughta Know" by
Alanis Morissette)
I want you to know
That I'm happy for you
I hope you enjoy
Your full weekend off
You say you're sorry for me
But you can't fathom IC
For in the blink of an eye, we are smothered
And we work feverishly
For every competency
But if we're not missing one, it's another
Chorus:
'Cause the homework they gave wasn't made
To be able to solve by our brains even though
we've sincerely tried, no
And every time we have a test
Do they know how I feel that I wish
I had gone and died, gone and died
But I'm still alive!
And I'm here, and I'm fighting
But I can't seem to break out and get away
It's not fair to deprive me
Of the times that I'm whining about IC
I, I, I didn't know!
You look very well, things look peaceful
I'm not very well, I thought you should know
Did you forget about me
And my competencies
For I was working so hard, I missed dinner!
Why do they put up a fuss
When I don't ace calculus
Can they not see I am still a beginner?!
(Repeat chorus)
Improving class a matter of speechless professors and versatile donuts
by Michael Bickel
Thorn Columnist
After a week back at the ̀ ol institution,
classes seem the same as ever. Is it just
me, or does sitting in lecture occasionally
get monotonous? Fortunately, however,
this is not just any old Boring University;
this is Rose-Hulman Institute of Technol-
ogy.
The professors here care about the stu-
dents, and many of them care about what
they are teaching. The departments are
continually trying to come up with better
ways to teach. There is no shortage of
chalk to describe the most minute details.
Many of the professors come up with their
own methods to teach material more
effectively.
After quarter break, energy is high.
Some people are even excited about the
start of a new quarter. But monotony will
continue unless we fight it with all our
creativity. Most professors are eager to be
creative, but the workload wears down
everyone, and people forget their resolu-
tions. So, for those professors who are
searching for more original ways to teach,
here is my list of suggestions.
One incredibly simple idea is a silent
lecture. This would be announced at some
time before it was given so that the stu-
f13i dents would understand the idea. For the
entire period, the professor would explain
the concepts using the chalkboard and a
few hand motions. Questions would he
answered the same way, but students
would not be permitted to demand a ver-
bal answer.
What is the purpose of a class with no
words spoken? To incite interest that
would not exist otherwise. I have attended
hundreds of classes during which I have
not paid attention to a single word. Many
times I have been lost in space, physically
unable to absorb anything, because there
was so much talk and so much chalk and
so little time.
Because it is common in Rose classes
for the chalkboard to contain all the rele-
vant information, sensory flooding is not
always necessary. It is even possible that
the practice of explaining without words
might cause the people involved to think
about the ideas they are trying to express.
Communication might be improved
because people would be forced to think
more specifically and directly.
I don't suggest banning speech com-
pletely. This would be most effective on
an occasional basis, possibly one period
every or or two weeks. I guarantee a
higher interest level than on the other
days.
Another way to make classes more
interesting is to make them more personal.
If you use symbolic mathematics to
explain concepts, try changing the vari-
able names. Instead of using something
like epsilon not hat times theta dot sub
beta two, name your variables after people
in the class. This will give students a
chance to temporarily associate an image
with an otherwise featureless number.
Furthermore, if there are many vari-
ables that can he categorized, name them
in such a way that they are in order visu-
ally. For example, in Dynamics class there
are variables representing position, veloc-
ity, and acceleration. To make it less con-
fusing, all the position variables would sit
at one table, all the velocity variables
would sit at the table behind them, and the
acceleration variables would sit at the
table behind the velocity variables.
There are other advantages to using
people's names as variables. Besides
visual organization, students will become
more familiar with each other and proba-
bly more comfortable. They will also
think more about the association than
about the name of the variable. Essen-
tially, they will have a better understand-
ing of the variables than of the names of
the variables.
A third suggestion is also quite simple.
If it is a morning class, and especially if it
is small, bring in donuts for everyone.
Then spend the period discussing how the
donuts relate either to the class in general
or the specific topic being covered.
Here are a few examples to get you
started. If the class is Statics, discuss the
structural capabilities of the donut shape
(rollers). Also consider reinforced donuts
and stability. For Calculus, discuss ways
to measure the difference between actual
and theoretical size and surface area. For
Materials, discuss the importance of
dough plasticity and elasticity. Also ques-
tion how big a donut could be made with
the type of dough used. For Electricity and
Magnetism, discuss how the course
doesn't really relate to donuts. For Fluid
Mechanics, discuss the hydrostatic pres-
sure of jelly or Bavarian cream and its
effects on the overall donut design.
There are many other ways to relate
donuts to just about anything, especially at
eight or nine in the morning. In addition,
lessons are infinitely more important to
me if I realize their relevance in this area.
These lessons will stick for life. In 2035,
when a sixty year old Rose alum bites into
a donut, he will be reminded of topics in
classes he otherwise would have slept
right through.
These are only a few suggestions to
liven up the old classes. Hopefully by
now, your own creativity has been fueled.
If things get really exciting, maybe I'll
even look forward to class.
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Inaugural season off to slow start for Lady Engineers;
Not many people, including
Head Coach Wanda Schwartz,
planned to judge the success of
Rose-Hulman's first women's
basketball team in terms of wins
and losses particularly early in
the team's inaugural season.
So even though Rose-Hulman
lost both games in the season-
opening Sewanee Tip-Off
Invitational, Schwartz deemed
the trip a success.
"I think we found out what
this team is capable of," said
Schwartz following the
tournament. "Obviously we have
a lot of things to improve on, but
we also learned a lot more about
each other and what certain
players can accomplish for us."
The first basket scored in the
program's history came on a
putback by freshman forward
Michelle Eash, giving the
Engineers a 2-0 lead over
Wesleyan (Ga.) College.
Wesleyan quickly retaliated
with 12 unanswered points, and
took a commanding 48-29 lead
into the halftime locker room.
The Pioneers went on to win, 88-
49.
The Engineers' lone
sophomore, Jodi Barcus, had a
team-high 13 points for the
Engineers. Freshman Amanda
Speich had 10 points and nine
rebounds, freshman guard Becky
Smith had 10 points, and
freshman center Holli Krumbein
had 10 points and six rebounds.
Eash finished the game with six
points and six boards.
Rose-Hulman hung close for
the first 10 minutes of the
consolation game against
Washington & Lee, trailing just
20-14. But Krumbein picked up
her third foul of the half at that
point and was forced to sit the
remainder of the half. The
Generals picked apart the middle
of the Rose-Hulman defense to
outscore the Engineers 30-9 to
close out the half, and won going
away, 85-40.
Speich had a game-high 23
points for the Engineers,
including the team's first three-
point field goal.
Knunbein had 10 points and
five rebounds, and Smith had a
team-high eight rebounds. Speich
was named to the all-tournament
team after averaging 16.5 points
and 6.5 rebounds in the two
games.
On Wednesday, the Lady
Engineers traveled to Defiance
College, only lose 119-26. The
Engineer's committed 45 turn-
overs to Defiance's 5. Center
Holli Krumbein scored 14 points
for the Engineers.
Head Coach Wanda Schwartz instructs her team during a time-out of the Sewanee Tip-Off Invita-
tional Tournament.
"We will be facing some
tough competition this week, but
we can't get too worried about
who we are playing at this point,"
said Schwartz. "We learned some
things about ourselves in the
opening tournament, and now we
must go to work on improving in
Men lose to Illinois Wesleyan 72-67
Tuesday night the Rose-Hul-
man men's basketball team trav-
eled to Bloomington Illinois to
do battle with the Titans of Illi-
nois Wesleyan. Wesleyan, who
was ranked third in the nation in
Sports Illustrated's college bas-
ketball preview, lived up to their
name, downing the Engineers
72-67.
The loss drops Rose to 3-2
for season, while the Titans
improved to 3-0.
Rose fell behind early in the
game, and played catch-up the
rest of the evening. After a Wes-
leyan lay-up, the Engineers were
down 36-22 to start the second
half of play. The Engineers then
outscored Wesleyan 12-2 over
the next 4 1/2 minutes, to pull
within 4 points of the mighty
Titans. Capping the rally was a
dunk by senior Kiley Gwaltney
triggered by Zack Johnson.
The Engineers then pulled to
within three on Junior forward
Troy Halt's jumper with 12:43 to
play. But Wesleyan proved to be
too strong down the stretch,
holding on for a 5 point win.
Offensively, the Engineers
were led by Gwaltney with 22
points, five steals, and four
assists. Halt added 10 points and
7 rebounds. Kent Murphy and
Jason Kear had eight and seven
points respectively.
The Engineers will try to
bounce back this weekend in the
19th Annual Rose-Hulman Invi-
tational held this Friday and Sat-
urday at Shook Fieldhouse. The
tourney will mark the men's bas-
ketball 1995-96 home debut.
The three invites, IU-North-
Senior Kiley Gwaltney goes up
Gwaltney tallied 22 points, five
nois Wesleyan.
for a basket for the Engineers.
steals, and four assists against Illi-
east, Marian College, and Uni-
versity of the South, have a
combined record of 9-8 entering
this week's play. Both Marian
and University of the South were
undefeated.
The tournament will tip-off at
6:30 p.m. with Marian facing off
against University of the South.
File Photo
The second game will begin
around 9 p.m. pitting Rose
against IU-Northeast.
Saturday all four teams will
return for the remainder of the
tournament. The consolation
game will start at 2 p.m. while
the championship game begins at
4 p.m.
those areas which we need the
most work."
Rose-Hulman will face
another 3-0 squad in the Oakland
City Invitational on Friday. The
Engineers face the host, and
unbeaten, Lady Oaks in a 9 p.m.
first-round game on Friday.
Photo by Darin Bryan
Rose-Hulman will face either
Grace College or Cedarville
College on Saturday. The first
home women's game is set for
Wednesday, when the Engineers
face St. Mary-of-the-Woods at
7:30 p.m. in Shook Fieldhouse




There is a sign-up sheet posted on the IM board
in the commons for an all campus Racquetball
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TMen's Swimming team places 5th
by Todd Smaka
Sports Reporter
IT The Rose-Hulman swimming
ff 'am picked up two first-place
5dzi nishes and a meet record at the
sad Vabash Invitational in the Indiana
iniversity Natatorium. Rose's 61
am n —oints gained the team a fifth
op 'lace standing. The teams corn-
b3a rised of all NCAA Div III teams
bn 1 Indiana in addition to some Div
bat I and NAIA teams from Indiana
ii I ind nearby states. Wabash won
ni he invite with DePauw finishing
wo places behind the Engineers.
Freshman Sean Valentine
von the 100-yard breaststroke
I vith a meet and school record
ime of 1 minute, 1.06 seconds.
:can also placed 4th in the 50-
ard freestyle and 6th in the 200-
yard breaststroke. Senior Todd
Smaka won the 200-yard breast-
stroke with a school record time
of 2: 18.08. Todd also placed 5th
in the 400-yard individual medley
and 6th in the 100-yard breast-
stroke. Scan and Todd helped
senior Aaron Lindsey and fresh-
man Kevin McPeak to a 4th place
effort in the 200-yard freestyle
relay.
The 200 medley relay team of
senior Mike Rubin, freshmen
Kevin McPealc and Brian Rogers,
and sophomore Eric Panhorst,
placed 8th in the invitational
opener. Kevin earned 4th and 7th
place finishes in the breaststroke
events. Panhorst placed 5th and
6th in the backstroke events.
Aaron Lindsey took 7th in the
100-yard freestyle.
Coach Randy Jensen
remarked, "I'm proud of every-
one's performance this weekend-
these efforts should be a great
springboard into the bulk of the
season. We're going to turn some
heads this year."
Rose will compete at the De-
Pauw invitational this Friday and
Saturday, Dec. 1-2, in Greencas-
tle. This is the second of three
invites in which the Engineers
will participate before their con-
ference season closer in Febru-
ary. Rose faces Principia in their
last home meet next Thursday,
December 7, at 7:00 at Terre
Haute North Vigo High School.
They will travel to DePauw that
Saturday, Dec. 9 at 1:00.
(Diver Dawn Hobbs becomes women's
swimming and diving team's first victor
by Todd Smaka
Sports Reporter
Freshman diver Dawn Hobbs
if Frankton, IN became the first
voman in Rose history to win an
bletic event. She won the l-meter
pringboard 
living event






preparation for the challenges of
diving.
She also won the diving event
in a recent dual meet against the
University of the South, where she
improved her effort to 175.45
points. Dawn





This is Dawn's first try at
living. Her background in








Angela Belsky-Vaughn is the
only female swimmer competing
with Dawn on the women's
swimming and diving team. She
shk.41.6
k ten-speed racing bike. Price: 150 pkts. of
Ramen noodles of different flavours. E-mail
ntasas@nextwork or moonesns@nextwork or
•all x8523.
ENSEN compact stereo, 3 disc changer, dual
:assette, graphic equalizer, surround sound,
'emote control. $300 olx). Call Kelli at x8627.
iupra 2400 baud external modem, $25. For more
nformation, please e-mail lawrenc@nextwork or
cave a message for Chris at 877-9888.
NUM inummtzbustot 
ndividuals, Student Organizations and Small
3roups to Promote SPRING BREAK '96. Earn
VIONEY and FREE TRIPS. CALL THE
VATION'S LEADER, INTER-CAMPUS
3ROGRAMS. Web page: http:11www.icpt.com.
1-800-327-6013.
iP programmer seeks new or used plug-in RAM
:ards for the HP48SX, 128K or greater. Will pay
easonable prices. Call x8873 or e-mail at
)oyliojh@nextwork.
SE student taking Circuits to work on repairing
Wersi organs in the Union (Technical support is





Typing Service: Professional looking documents,
tables, brochures, merge mass mailing, forms,
news letters, resumes, and etc. No job too big or
.tmall. 877-1672, if no answer please leave a
message.
EVES:44r 
swims the individual medley and
breaststroke events.
Belsky-Vaughn placed third in
these events at the Illinois
Wesleyan meet and took two
fourths in the University of the
South meet.
Coach Jensen is excited about
these two athletes and thinks,
"Dawn and Angela are performing
excellently under tough
circumstances. As the team grows,
they'll provide great leadership."
Both athletes will be
competing this weekend at the
DePauw Invitational in
Greencastle.
12th Annual Rose-Hulman Ski Trip to Ski
Cooper, Leadville, CO. Quarter Break, February
26 to March 1, 1996. Cost is $400.00. Includes: 5
days lift tickets, 5 days ski rental, 5 continental
breakfasts, 5 nights lodging, 4 evening meals and
tips and gratuities. You must provide your own
transportation to and from Leadville. Lunch is
available at Ski Cooper. If you have never skied
before, there is no better place to learn than Ski
Cooper. They have great instructors and no
crowds. $100.00 non-refundable deposit is due
December 15, 1995. Balance due January 15,
1996. See Dr. Ditteon, room CL-108, for
additional information.
Two leather coats. Please identify and claim in the
Union office.
The Rose Thorn offers classified advertisements less
than 30 words free to Rose-Hulman students, faculty,
and student organizations. For submissions of more
than 30 words, each additional word is $0.10.
All other classified ads are $3.00 for the first 30
words, then $0.15 for each additional word.
Payments must be made in advance; corrections at
our expense on first week only.
The Thorn reserves the right to refuse advertising
which the editors judge to be discriminatory on the
basis of race, religion or sexual orientation, or that
promotes violence, illegal activities or is in bad taste.
Submissions may be made at the Thorn office (mom
C216), through the Thorn Box 2034, by email-ing
thorn@rose-hulman.edu, or by calling the Thorn at
ext. 8255. Deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. the
Wednesday prior to publication. Runs over one week
must be renewed weekly by contacting the Thorn
office, unless prior run arrangements have been
made.
Cross-Country Regionals




man cross-country teams visited
Alma College for the 1995 Great
Lakes Regional on Nov. 11. The
twelve men and women who
represented the school were wel-
comed on Friday evening by
heavy rains.
The weather cooperated just
long enough for the teams to
complete their warm-up runs.
During the overnight hours,
however, temperatures fell
nearly 20 degrees producing
sleet and eventually snow.
The nighttime precipitation
resulted in three ponds of water
on the course, each 18" deep.
The women ran through about
an inch of snow and mud.
By the time the men's race
started, the wind and snow had
picked up causing near-zero vis-
ibility and an accumulation of
three inches of snow.
Coach Welch said of the con-
ditions, "We cannot judge our
performances based on time.
Instead, each individual must
evaluate his performance by
looking at the effort put forth."
Times ran up to five minutes
slow for the men and about three
minutes slow for the women.
The men finished 19th in a
field of more than thirty teams.
Jason Long lead the way in 84th
place.
Long, in his last cross-coun-
try race in a Rose-Hulman uni-











Fellow senior Mark Law was
at home battling the flu.
The regional title was
claimed by ICAC foe and
nationally-ranked Wabash, who
swept the race and finished with
15 points.
The Rose-Hulman women
closed out their season finishing
21st. They were once again led












Most of the athletes are now
training for the track season
which commences with an
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Top Ten Reasons
Your Homework's Not Done
10.The monkey virus ate my homework.
9. It's 4th down, you're supposed to punt.
8. Homework? My Netscape is finally working!
7. There's a fine line between competent enough and
too competent
6. Didn't get the assignment because the guy next to
me slept too.
5. Global is still down.
4. Too busy reading Purdue brochures.
3. I was going to do it between bells.
2. If I flunk one more class this quarter, I'll have a
Yahtzee on my report card.
1. (You didn't expect me to finish the Top Ten, too?)




The film containing the
Rose-Hulman yearbook
photographs was found
Tuesday floating in a large
wine bottle in the middle




D.C. told reporters that the
film had been developed
and prints of several Rose-
Hulman students were
being used to torture





When asked why the
photos from Rose-
Hulman, specifically,
were used, the spokesman
replied, "The Bosnywashi
prisoners had never seen
anything so hideous as
some of the geeks at Rose-
Hulman. We have a team
of investigators working
right now to determine
why the average Rose
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Revive Elvis, claims that 1;%,
pictures of average Rose-
Hulman students can
invoke many fears,
including the fear of sleep
deprivation, food
poisoning, and — worst of
all — the fear of losing
one's bells. "We've got to
get those photos back, so
they can be destroyed. I
can't imagine what
terrorists would do with an
entire yearbook!"
Rose-Hulman officials
declined to comment on
the situation.
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DATE ON EACH PAGE.
ri EAGERLY AWAIT YOUR
BIZARRE ) OTHER-WORLDLY
EXPLANATION FOPS.





IT WOULD TAKE HOURS
AND COST HUNDREDS




AND WE HAVE TO
MAKE SURE IT'S NOT
A 1-kOLIDAY. j 
THERE!S NO REASON
TO DATE THEM. IN
FACT, IT WOULD
LIMIT FUTURE USE
AND CLUTTER THE 
PAGE,
OUCH. n'
BRAIN
EXPLODED.
-THE FIRST
PRESENTATION
IS FEBRUARY j
.;,
I
'1:45
